
 
 S

O
U

TH
W

ES
T T

H
E M

A
G

A
ZIN

E
 

 
N

O
V

EM
B

ER
 2

0
1

5 NOVEMBER 2015

Just Got

Your
Bucket
List

Longer

YourYour

F2_Cover_WinterTravel_DE.indd   1 10/13/15   12:07 PM



P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
Y 

C
O

U
R

T
ES

Y 
O

F 
V

IS
IT

 S
A

N
TA

 C
R

U
Z

8 southwest november 2015

November 2015

57 Bucket List 2.0
Rather than hibernate when 
temps start to drop, get busy 
planning your dream vacation. 
May we o� er a few suggestions?
plus This month’s release of Love 
the Coopers just might inspire a 
journey home, and one traveler
recounts a pilgrimage to an unlike-
ly but inimitable family reunion.

57
Winter Travel Guide

68 Life Aquatic
Dive 1,000 feet below the ocean’s 
surface with a pioneering sub-
marine pilot as she searches 
the depths for undiscovered 
sea creatures—and herself.

Survey the 
surf in 

Santa Cruz, 
California.
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Book a lesson 
with native 
Californian 
and lifelong 
surfer Ed 
Guzman, 
who’s been 
riding these 
waves since 
moving to the 
area in 1986. 
Just beyond 
the club ed 
surf school
on Cowell’s 
Beach sits 
the stylish
dream inn—
a great 
excuse to 

recall your wipeouts in hyper-
bolical detail at the Jack O’Neill 
Lounge. / Two-hour semipri-
vate lesson, $120

SAVOR THE NEXT GREAT 
FOOD CITY
In Sacramento and the sur-
rounding Central Valley, farm-
to-table is the long-standing 
modus operandi, not just a 
catchphrase. Make your home 
base the centrally located red 
lion woodlake sacramento, 
and then loosen your belt for 

2/ SURF WHERE THE 
SPORT WENT STATESIDE
Sur� ng’s arrival in Santa 
Cruz, California, dates back to 
1885, when three Hawaiian 
princes vacationing here were 
so impressed with the waves 
that they commissioned a local 
lumber mill to cra�  redwood 
boards for them on the spot. 
More than a century later, the 
churning swells and gnarly 
breaks created by the curve 
of Monterey Bay and its long 
sandbars still have a magnetic 
pull on riders. Need a leg up? 

this daylong tour:
3 / breakfast Local bacon and breakfast Local bacon and breakfast
egg sandwich on a house-made
English mu�  n smeared with 
avocado spread from old soul
co. Get a cup of direct-trade 
Costa Rican co� ee too, and
give a know-
ing nod to 
Sactown’s cof-
feegentsia on 
your way out.
4 / lunch
Chicken-fried 
mushroom 
po’boy at 
mother. You 
won’t � nd any 
meat at this 
comfort food 
emporium, and 
you won’t miss it either.
5 / dinner Five-course prix � xe dinner Five-course prix � xe dinner
menu at the kitchen. Res-
ervations book up months in 
advance for this once-nightly 
interactive dinner party. Think 
open kitchen, entertaining 
chefs, beautiful fare, and 50 
new foodie friends.
6 / nightcap Star bartender 
Ryan Seng’s homemade nocino 
at grange, inside the sleek 
citizen hotel. Seng harvests 
the walnuts himself for this 
spiced Italian liqueur. Drink 

it on its own or upgrade your 
Manhattan.

7/ TAKE THE LONG WAY
In the wintertime, the snow-
strewn farm country of north-

ern Washing-
ton’s methow 
valley makes valley makes valley
a � ne canvas 
for cross-
country trails. 
In fact, it’s 
home to North 
America’s larg-
est intercon-
nected system 
of them: 
120 miles of 
groomed paths 

with plenty of restaurants, 
general stores, and lodges 
along the way. / Day pass, $24 

8/ SKI IN SOLITUDE
Anti-scene skiers, here is 
your respite. payette powder 
guides whisks adventurous 
types to the snow-draped 
peaks of Idaho’s West Central 
Mountains, where thousands 
of acres of untouched powder 
awaits. No people, no ski li� s, 
just pure, unadulterated snow 

If you’re versed in cross-country 
skiing and your dog was born to 
run, sign up for a skijoring lesson at 
devil’s thumb ranch resort & spa
((from $40), just outside Winter Park, from $40), just outside Winter Park, from $40
Colorado. Your dog steers while you 
provide the momentum. Another 
version of the sport is powered by 
horse: Expert skiers scale jumps 
and dodge gates during an annual 
competition in Leadville, Colorado.

1/

If you’re versed in cross-country 

/

2

4

F3_WinterTravel_DE.indd   58 10/26/15   1:40 PM




